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Make yourself
at home

it's not quite a country house party, but neither is
it an ordinary hotel. Jessamy Calkin and
her daughter revel in the informality of Villa Pia,
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The trouble with Laking small children
on holiday & that it's often hard o
|.I."i.'| Lhat _'.lkl;".l:' |=,||J any mid r.'al-u s,
Oiice you've had children, the very
nature of vour hobdays changes
completely. There is 20 much waiching,
following and approving to he done
Ehat it can be completely exhausting,
and you're often quile desperate 1o get
back to work. With this in mind, |
had been revelling in anticipation of my
armval at Villa Pua. near Moaterch: op
the Tuscan/Umbrian border, 5o vivid a
pucture had been painted lor me by
friends who had been there and raved
whsoaud 18 °11s the onaly place [*ve
ever been - snce | had children - where
I Feln like | had a hobidoy,” said ope). |
inagned arriving in the early evening.
dnving through the village of
Lippiindg, pasy the | 000-vear-old castls
and descending the drive 10 Yilla
Pin’s sunken courtyard 1o find poople
culing supper al candlehi tables,
Az it transpired we turned up very
late and in the pourmg min, with twe
beclraggied small children (my
friend Ros Badger, her four-vear-nld P
Murtha, and my three-vear-old, It's the ﬂ'ﬂl‘f
Alsbama), and walked into a din ing- |:|IE|||:E Illl"E' ever
rooum full of relaxed guests feeling been - since |
ke scrulfy smgle mothers on a eouncal had children -

rehabilitation scheme. Bui the
atmsplsere was very informal - there ||'I'I'|'E"|'E l EEH ﬁl;E'

was o child's scooter Iving across the | had 3 Midﬂf
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three 1 chaltmg togeiher. |
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anid shutters. The front bedrooms are
wasi and riook the courtyand
the srnaller, quister ones at the bacik
have a view of [1ve acres of orchards.
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irn'ul:-i.n im truffles and antipast)
We were there with a wide range of
apes and backgrounds: the youngest,
Kevin, was six weeks old, the
ddest, Dhghy, 82 There was an Insh
contingent - three couples with
wasoried babics and visddlers — tao
ratber uptight barrisiers from
Brentford, three charming older
couples from Dorset, 2 glamonous
Gouth African with her two
twenlysomething daughters. Several
families were regulars, one or fwo were
there [or ihe secomd time that summer.
The types of family Vills Pia artracts
are o some extent governed by
the time of vear: we wen! in September
when most schoolkage children were
hack im class. 1 wonld not recosmmmen:d
the place i you don’t like children,
but there are a few oiher houses in the
village that Morag is in change
of renting If you wanl (o be alone; m
partscubar the beautaful §0=hedronm
Villa Bianca, IT you ke, you can eal a1
Villa Pia and return to the village fos
same peace and quisl. 11 has o be said
that al certain times of day the noese
lewed a1 Villa Pia can be weanng. and |
hawe never i my life soen so many
growan men wandering aroand cluiching
haby's bottles, their Faces set
in sleghily froren masks of bensvolence,
Kevin and Morag met whea they
worked together in o therapeutsc
commuanity fior traumatised adolescents
ncar Giodalming (ithe eaperience
kelped, they say, 1o prepare them for
‘creating @ COMMUNKY SNVENeNmen:
amd running Villa Pia). Morag already
spoke Nakan, having lived in Maples
for thresand-g-half vears when she
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Italian box garden
ol Willa Pisc
Alsbama and kit

was a teenager. They see part of
their job as removing all the stresses and
anniety from being on holsday - w0
they do everything from recommending
places 1o visil 1o gerting vour car fined
or taking yvour children 1o the docior.
Villa Pia has been open 1o guests for
the past two years; before that they ran

in a similar fashion = a farmhouse
called Fonanelle, near Sansepolero. As
well as beimg & beautiful property,
Villa Pia i beautifiully located, a shor
drve from some of the most wonder{ul
countryside in laly, whach embraccs
baoih regions

U my first morning there | opened
Ihe shistters 1o soe a bexutifel cast
ol sunlsght fallmg on to the pink
terracodta bam adjacent (o the house,
and the vanilla smell of freshly baked
croissanis. Breakiast s hned up on
the 1able and belt out until everyone has
fimished: you can kick-start yoursell
from the espresso machine then belp
yvoursell from the armay of breads,
bl.l'ﬂnf':rl i jadma, cepeal. chosss, meal
and firuit from local orchards, and take
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it ot to the bong suny iables. The
courtvard is surrcunded by hammocks,
tree swings, deckchairs and umbrellas -
s0 you can have a leisunely breaklast
while the children wander in and out of
the playroom
A shon walk from the house, past the

vines, Kevin wat clearing frogs oul
of the paimming-pool; & few jumped in
overnight and had to be removed
before the chloring kilked them. 11 is

a pool with a view; its streamlined,
azure modernity contrasting sharply
with the exquisite Tuscan countryside
bevond it, as if someone has hacked
out 4 square from a Piero dells
Francesca landicape and replaced n
with a panel by David Hockney. 11°s
like swimming in & picture

Lunch is a belp-yoursell affair;

dinper is cooked by Kevin, wha ued
i be o chef at the Dorchester under
Apton Mosimang, assisted by a i
of sultry helpers from the village (who
look like supermodels — imagine the
equivalent from a tiny hambet in rural
England; they would probably

have three besds), who help with the
cooking, babysitting and washing-up

Morag, meamwhile, i & very sasygoang
hostess: charming, Seotiish, miting
mround mmoking endless Marlboro

Lights, offering sightseeing advice and
generally dispensing good vibes

and not looking remotely as i she has
40 howase-guests 1o slay

Omnce you've chilled out and chanped
down a lew gears, spent a day reading
by the pool, staffed yoursell with
delicions food, gellad with your fellow
guests and chatted with Guido,
the picturesque gandener/handyman,
unambitious trips can be made - you
are on holiday, alter all; a short walk
te Lippiano or a short drive 10
nearhy Monterchi. The latier is a tiny
medieval town famous for Plero della
Francesca’s Modomnag det Parta - the
only portrayal of the heavily pregnani
Virgin Marw, which s housed in a
former primary school there. When
you're fesling more adventurous there
arz any number of gorgeous places 1o
visid a it further afield - the fabalous
hiflvown of Cortona with its Etruscan
mussum; Sansepolero with its
elegant old cmema and histonc square
and lowely restawrants: Perugia,
an underground cty; and the ancient
monasiery &t La Yerna, Five miles
away i Anghiarn, a beguiling hitle
Fullssde town with steep narmow sirecls
and the best pirza | have over eaten,
from Baldaccio’s. An hour away i
Lake Trasimeno, where you can get o
boal fromm Tuoro (there 1% a swing on
the beach in the waler, much o
Alabama’s delight) to Maggiore, a
tranquil litth: islapd peppered with olkd
ladhes making lace

Thete & always Siena, and Florenes
- ondy & M-minute trip on the train

from Arerzo = though oot an kdeal
place for seall chibdren (vou have 1o
gucue Tod houss wo pet mio the Ula.
evem (0 mid-Sephimmiber ) and you
can get rpeed ofl = &8 we dhid - with a
cormy horse and cart tnp. Having paid
abowi £30 for the 'Tull iour”, we saw
Florence in & blur of speed and were
[!d'.l.l,'.!H,'..l":_'. IJ['il'n;l,‘l ou] of the BugEy less
tham 11 minisies ke, Ban what made
the jouiney worlhwhile was a visi 1o
Sants Mana Movella, the formes
indfermary to & ldth-century monastery,
a weritable palsce filled with perfumes,
powders, herbs and porgeous lintke
baiiles of the sost exotic ungeemls, |
can miormn vou this is the place whene
Hanmibal Lecter parchased ihe
soaps and bath oils be sent 1o Clance
SsarlEng. im Thomas Harris's Manmibal
IF vou don't wasl 1o @ray loo Tar
{rom kome. Yilla Pia 15 just on the edge
of Lippiance, with s bambog woods
and fig irees, divebombing jpckdows
Fiftics-style plavground aed ancient
caitle (rented ot for parties: Liam
Cinllagher and bos wile, Faisy, recently
wend 10 a wodding recepbon there,
achanly)l And even on & Satunday
might it's a5 quiet as ihe grave — excenl
at Debhic's har. Debbie i5 an olive-
skimned peronnde Monde with @ lot of
skim on ghow | Debbie Does Dallas,
remarked one of the Irsh wives wryly,

Blacama and
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pardEns Bt
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after her husband had spent most of
one evenimg mmbibang there). When

| arrived there lafe one evening. flanked
by Koevin and several ol the Insh
comtingend, she nodded to me then
looked ot the men and shricked
theatrically, clasping ber breasy. °l gl
stumg Wik an ormed ioday” she gushied
dramatacally ‘“Right “ere...” pointing at
her nipple. The Insh gulped, A1
Dethbae’s bar vou can keock back
Erappa, play ssooker of cal debeoas
we-cream. I there afe any badly

bechaved bocal vouths arousd. there
nat much sign of them in Lipptana,
thaugh on oer [as1 day we discovered
Lhat thev were all al a massive owbdoos
lechoe duco.

Kevin and Morag also organice
special interest weeks offseason, There
% Elh.'\lktl"_i. and garden vieald - Wik
10Wrs L The mod spoctacular privatc
vilkas arsl pardens of the ares (a3 far =
the south of Bome): there is o literary
onganesibon whach takes over Villa P
once a year; there are tnafile and
mushiroom humimg weeks, and hetween
May and mid Junc is & spectacular
tame For flowers (isere ane hundneds
ol bocax] sprimg fowers in the area
and 22 rare species of orchids), And
ibere’s more: boih a Prada and
& Gueel fscory outlet are nearby. on
e old road between Florenee
and Anermo, and a shoe factory, mear
Anghiarn, where | made somse
very worlbnwhile purchases, And a La
Perla outlet ai Pieve 5 Siefano
Al 1hin snd knsckers, Loo
Valter Pir, 60/ Lippiane, frafy [ edfrx
(P87 S50 02T i open from
May fo etober { thoweh arker Hsirs
v b mepodtaded for Lorpe prowps [ Fall
hagrgd £340pn mer week, hatier free and
chnirem apvd befween Feo omd T2, £180
Vo ran ailve bood Holsdays omlme
with Expeaio UK o s expeaie oo ul



